T"—' Watchet
T qun Council

Minutes of the Town Council Meating
held on Monday 6 December 2021 at 7.00pm

Present Clir Brake, Cor Campbell, Clir Inven (Chaer), CBr Johnson, Clir Muiphy, Ciir Terroft, Clir
Weaieatt, and Clr VWhetlor

In attendance: Sarah Reed — Town Clark

21277 To formally reacive to suspend standing ondor 1(z)- to aliow tha moating to take place on the
first Monday of the month due to the Christmas penod proposed by Clir Inven and seconded by
Clir VWhetlor. Carried.

22T8  Toreceve Apologies for Absence (LGA 1972, section 85 (1)- Clir irven proposed that ‘apologles
from Clirs Bowdon, Corlotl-Shaw, Ellwood and Richarda are accopted”, Seconded by Clir
Terrett. Carmied with G Votea for, | against and 1 abstendon. Apologies from District Cir Aldridge
and County Clir Davies were noted Tor the record,

21373 To recerve any Declaration of Interests under Watchet Town Councl's Code of Conduct
{adopted on 9 July 2012) iasued in acoordance with the [ocalsm Act 2011 and the Relovant
Authoritses (Dacioaable Pecunary Interests) Regulatons 2012 58 No: 1464

Mame Minute | Description  of | Personal / | Action Taken
Neoc | Interest __ Prejudicial
Cor Whetlor Alitems | As 2 Watchel Ward Porsonal | Clir remained in the meebng i
Member and ook part in e
discussion and voting

l e .| "

12380  Tewn Council Minutes - To confirm and sign the Minutes of the Council meating held on the &
Novembor 2021 (LGA 1972, 5ch 12 Para 41 (1)
Ciir Westoott proposed that *The minutes from the Council meeting held on 8 November 2021
ane approved 88 a true and correct record with amendments.” Seconded by Chr Broke

281 Chalrmon'’s Report: — varbal
| was gratehu [0 Cr brake for represontng WTC on the 11~ November remembrancs event
whan | was away from Watchet, and | was pleased to be able to atend with several colleagues
representing WTC at the Sunday service. Large aftengances dembnsirated Walchel's continuing
Ccommitment 10 SUppOrting this event

As Mayor, on Friday 26" November | had the pleaswre o attend the Oreon Collieclive opening
event ot Cast Cuay, when a fine speech wan gréen by Jess Prendergrast (o the assombiled guests
it was awel and blustery night, Sut Ihe high winds did not dampen the enthusiasm ehown for the
tremendous succass achieved in delivering this faciley for Watchet, although ingpection of the
higher-level ferrpces and pods wos somewhial curtaded We wish e group svery sucoess with
T Rl WETRLIFG:

On Monday 20" November | attended Watchet Coastguard station with County Councilor Hugh
Cavias, to present the 5CC Chaimman's award for communty senvice to Walchet Coasiguard
team, Hugh had stepped in af the svent to receive e ward when the Coastguard team were
nol prosoend and asked ma o help presont on the 28%. WTC dd endorse the nominaton but ke
others were ungware of the coremony in Taunton
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The Coasiguards were commended for thoir selfless service o the community singe Their
establizhment i Walchet in 1881 They operate 365 2477 for emergency dubes, and | corfirmed
on behalf of WTC and the Town that we conssder thes emergency sorvice an mmvaluable
contribution fa Walchet, from their Esplanade location 31 the centre of Watchat

Cspecial thanks 1o Hugh for stepping forword and ‘sawng the day’ over Te shyhd
miscommunecalion about the awards ceremany and rearanging a successhs ocal presentation
at short nofice.

On Sat 20 Nov, in a break with tadition, as Mayor | was nat invited 10 be part of the Caturns
event wolcoming Cueen Caturn and King Chardes 1o the Town.

Crmar matiers

On Sunday 22 Nov | was contacted by District Clir lan Aldndge aboul a grant application o
Weatern Power for grant monles 1o alleviaie fuel poverty and improve fuel officences He
ndicated at e dedding was Spm Monday 23 Nov,  Although the mitial reaponse from bath
Williton and ‘Watchet clerks was that # might prove difficult to get their councd’s approvals to any
bid that could be prepared in Eme, lan &id the Impessible. He Eaised with Somersct Cizens
Advice and Village Agents and wdentified that the need in Willion and Watchet was very high and
thal they would be wiling 10 act a3 pariners delivenng od if the cowncits of Williton and VWalchet
could submed bids — they could nol do thes themaehes Lan produced a femplabe whech b sharod
with me, and | helped customize Bis for Watchel Because Sarah had been alerted by Clr Whotlor
about the find, she was able o work with mysell and lan on the Monday o ensure that a bid for
£10,000 was submitded by Walchet under her delegelion as proper officer, with lan submitting
with the Williion Parish clerk a bad for Willton, | was able o menbon the eostng SLA wa have
with CA, our work dunng COVID workeng to suppoel ical vohentary groups and agoencea & g,
acal Cuaniock Fopd bank, and WCCT coronavirus help group, Good Mesghbours and Meals on
Wheels as part of our demonsirading our track record. As § was rushed, we may or may not be
sucreschd We will inow the result by Dec 714%™  Afler we know we can idenily how we engage
with Village ogents and CA and on financial govemnance, A really good example of cooperation
betwoen Willilon and YWatchat and help from district ward mombers, 50 an especi! thank you (o
lan.

VWatchet Library, SCC were contacted by the UK Hea®h and Safety Exocutive wha have stahroey
duy to entioree EHES legislaton o the workpdace, They required io inderizsks a spot check of the
EHLE stahs of Wintchet Librory particulary whaether refewnnt UK lagal requrements were being
fedlowed | wen Though many COVID reatnetans have been Ified, even before he lales! bghlenng
with OMICRON variant, there remaln requrements for ventilation, cleaniness and personal
trygieni, both for Staff and pubSic. Although SCC arc responsibla for EHAS risk assessmants for
saff and public, WTC is rosponsibie for the faciity, with joint responsibdity for publc Lability.
Faollowing many unsuccessiul agempts by the Library stofl 1o gt adhnce on how [0 address this, |
was volundeered a3 contacl 0 undertake the HSE roview on bohad of both organisations
Forlunaiely, | was abée to go through all the relovant guestions HSE had by means of o virlual
inspection, rather than real site inapection. HEE were compleiely sabsfied and have marked us
down for no further action, Failure to particpate would kave led to 3 formal sde visil and polential
enforcement action HSE randomily séled organsmabons wheze they choose io make such an
azzgssmond It iz possiblo thoy may wizh 1o do thes weth othor WTC foclbes, but hopefully not
ncw wi have sabsfed them over the [ibrary and that we have o competent EHES npproach

To note that tha OC Chrstmas market over the Doc 3-5 wookend was approved by SWAT, with
WTC EAP having indicated support. Next weekend on Friday if's the WACET Late opening, and
I encowrnge everyone 1o oftend

from the Principal Authority Membeors:
In the absence of Courdy Clir Davies, his report was droulated o members prior to the maeting
for information, a3 was a report from Disthct Chr Aldridge. Both reporis were noled.

An update report was circulated by Dhatnct Chir Whetlor pror to the meobng relabng 1o a mestng
she had asended with the Parking Officers (SWAT) and sha summarised the following points from
her monihly reports o8 follows:
= Further descussions with Destrct Officers confinm Dt no formal decisicn hars been made with
regard 1o Market Street todets.
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s The first draft of a sign to be put up at the entrance of Swaen Strest Gar Park was preasnied
to Town Councliers for comment (aitached). With regard i re-iining a quote is cuaTently
being sought.

= With regard to EV charging points in Watchet, SWAT Council are swasting the resuts of 3
foasitalty ctudy before any decisions are made a3 to where they may be located.

Cuestinns from the fioor,
mmwmmummmmmmmmum?
Clir Whetlor responded: Flections for Parsh/Town Councls have been brought forward one
year to 2022 ond the Undary ehectons will alizo take place i May 2022 1 he new Unitary Authority
will replace Somerset County Council and Somersel Wesl & Taunton Council, It will be created
0N 3 conimuing authonty basis from the cumen! Somersal County Councll and run alongsids
SWAT Councl untl April 2023 when SWET Councl will be abolished. Hected parish/Town
Councillors will serve for a 5-year term, then back 19 3 4&-year term after that

Clir Murphy asked: Has the osset list for Watchet been sent 10 the Clerk?

The Clerk responded the st has been received and it ls pdvised that thes o progressed in the
first Instance with the FAGP Commilles at the December meeting in line wim ear marked reserve
disciussions, which will be recommended to Full Councd at the January mesfing.

Roports from Representatives of Cutsido Orgamzationa, Vertial - no Decizions

Clir Terrelt o3 the Coundil represantative on ‘Watcher Conservation Society’ and "Watchot
LIVE CIC° circulaled reports prior Io the meeting, of which members noted Cif Terred
commenied that Wirlchet LIVE would (ke 1o thank the Town Coundil for the grant awarded of
£3.500 towards the H122 camival parade, 25 this was omitted from the repot

Ciir Irven a3 the Council ropresentative on “The Quantock Foodbak had crculated 2 report to
members prior to the meeting, wih o summary a3 foSows:

Rather than on JO0M, on Dec 12 the Trusteas held 2 first rea] mesting since the lockdown
Somerse! Comrmungy Foundation have just issued a report entied "Hidden Somersel Food
Poverty” which 13 a senea of shor reports looking at aspocts of e in Somersel that aro often
Ridden from view. By fbng the ld on the experience and inaights of frontiing grassioots charibes
that work at the heart of our communitios, # aims to simulate debate and understanding across
2 wider audence, helping to inspire new gnd more impactfud philanthropy. One of the réports is
from the Cuantock Foodbank- avaidable o Councillors

Foodbank actrvity has refurned more lowards pre lockdown levels, bul demand i expected 1o
continue budd again as winter bies, with the combined effects of food, fuel and transpon poverty
After reterral from agencies, to allsviste urgent néed, free food parceds are provided and delvered
locally as a short-term solufion. The new food pantry scheme s aimed at maving people from fres
food parcefs ultimately through to self-suficency, it is operating well one day a woek from the
Methadest church, supporting opgrox 50 people, who for a contribution of £ 50 towards the
schome overhead costs have access (0 a nutnitious food package worth approx, £20

The mesting discussad that as the need for eypending pantry schemes across the Quaniock
foodbank area (Waichet, Willinn and Quantock Vilkdges) inaeases, are other fixed pantry siles
fequared o i thore potentinl for 3 mobile Tansport system? In the new year engagement with
agencies and stakehalders |3 planned to exploro optons which may also be of nterest o WTE

Cllr Johnson as the Councll representative on "Citirens Advice Wasl Samersof” had crculated
a report containing some stats on tha organisation and their cureach senicas to Watchet, he
enlorged by commentng thal a helpline funded by Somerset County Coundil offoring £200,000
e year for 2 years covering the whole of Someraet has been ol up and this has been organised
by the Cazons Advice, they provide a vitally importand service to the communiy.

Clir Elwood &3 the Councll representstive on “The Blckwsarich Project’ had circulsted a report o
mambars pror to the megting, with 3 Summary a5 folloss:

Thiz project, which o3 a collaboration of cfforts botwoen Bicknolier Panih, Samplord Broft Parish
and Watchet Town Councits, Lunched on Tuesday 2nd November 2021, Clir Murphy as the
represeniaiive from Waichet Coastal Community Team has o fuff update for the Town Councl
separate bn this.

CEr Mhwood a3 the Council ropresontative on ‘Plastic Frog Watchet® had circulaled 0 repo 10
memteers price bo the meeting, with o summary 13 foBows
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Verbal reports from sub-committees, working groups, and othor outside organiaations,
wihere Watchet Town Councl does not have repressntation: Mo noliications recehed.

Reports from Working Groups: any relevant papsrwork will be ssued pnor to the mesting
a. Climate Chango —updale and recommendnfns - N0 updats ghven

Legal Matiers:

] To approve the draft j=ase for the Watchet Market House Mussum — Updale from e
Clark — following on from the report made by the Clerk of the |ast meeting: af a maoling
okt on 18 Octobar 2021 botween the famiy and trusteos of the Orchard Wyndham
Estate, ajoase for (he Muzeurn was approved. The Clerk havimg chased IS malter, has
been informed that a araft copy will be i the possession of the Town Councd in the very
mcar fufire, as the copy & currenlly being drafted by the Estmics legadd [eam

The Clerk reported that despite chasing thero has been no response from the agents of the

Orehard Wyndham Estate, Members agreed that if there is no update withan the next month then,

e Clerk sends the loftor of complaint already drafied

Request by WACET organisation:

] Re- Late night opening on 10 December 2021, lo sponsor the event and waive he
charges of x2 gazebos - Gl Whetlor clanfied that the wording was incomect, as the
ovont was bong pad fior by funding from the “Welcome Fund', & should read that the
gazebos arc sponsored After o brief discuson, Clir Murphy proposed that “the regquest
iz declined as WACET has received specific funding alfocated for this event, and if
this were granted, then a precedent woald be set for olier community groups to
make the same request’. Seconded by Clir Campbell. Carried with & vot2s or and 1
abatention

Matters of Comespondence for Raport - Comespondence is addrossed daily and fled, the file
is availshia for all Councillors 1o inspect at their leisure

Accounts for payment — to approve the November Schodule (pakd in December) croulaled 1o
mombors prior [0 the meeting Clik Johnaon propoaed that ‘the Payment Schedule is approved,
and the imvoices duly pald.’ Seconded by Clir Whetior Camied

=91 To note Matters for the next mesting — no GScUssion o decisions made

= Liassa with the Clark
a  Tosgelthe 2022-23 procopt and car marked resonos

Meating ciosed at 7.52pm
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